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WALADU TEACHING MATERIALS

The WALADU Teaching Materials (WTM) are designed to provide a basic introduction to some of
the most common archaeological research techniques to BA and MA students. The following WTM
is dedicated to the study of pottery.

MATERIALS FOR POTTERY ANALYSIS

Pottery is one of the most important class of finds in archaeology. It provides different types of
information including chronology, use of space, culinary practices, trade among others. These topics
can be addressed through different research methodologies, from the common autoptic
documentation to chemical analyses.

It is therefore important to properly document any kind pottery material, from the smallest sherds
to complete vessels. In order to introduce students to the basic techniques of pottery analysis, the
WALADU team prepared an online database (click on the link below) including a pottery recording
sheet used by the UNIBO team in archaeological expeditions in Iraq and Turkey. Each field is
explained below the link.

http://rdig.ntdll.net/index.php/#/data/pottery/read?limit=25&0ffset=0&sort%5Bid%5D=ASC&filter
%5Barea.code%5D%5Bop%5D=eq&filter%5Barea.code%5D%5Bvalue%5D=C&filter%5Bcampai
gn.year%5D%5Bvalue%5D=2011&filter%5Bcampaign.year%5D%5Bop%5D=¢eq

The pottery collection and recording methods applied by the UNIBO team in archaeological
expeditions in Iraq and Turkey are the following. Pottery sherds and complete shapes are collected
in a physical bucket associated to the layer from which they have been found. One or more buckets
can be associated to each layer (either due to the physical filling of the bucket to capacity, or to
distinguish particular clusters of sherds).

The pottery collected on the excavation is then studied and selected. There are two types of
possible selections:

— Diagnostic selected sherds. Sherds (rims or bases and handles) or complete shapes, preserved
enough to be drawn and chronologically diagnostic. These are drawn, photographed (together),
recorded (by filling in a fact-sheet) and stored. An inventory code is given to each selected sherd

using the following abbreviations: site code (KH), year (12), pottery find (P), bucket number (500),
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number of sherds (1) (e.g. KH.12.P.500/1).

— Diagnostic unselected sherds. Sherds (any kind) generally not preserved enough to be drawn,
but having certain diagnostic characteristics (decoration, surface treatment etc.) that make them
useful for future studies. These are only photographed and then stored.

Unselected sherds are described, counted and discarded.

The pottery recording sheet, used to record selected sherds, includes different types of
information, most of which can be found in the tables next to the pottery plates. Information on
pottery sherds is organized as follows:

— ldentification and Context:

1. Field Code. The identification code given to each pottery sherd or complete vessel.

2. Site. The code of the archaeological site (in this case KH means Karkemish HOyuk).

3. Year.

4. Context. We identified three types of contexts: Type 1 = layers that are highly diagnostic for
chronological and functional interpretations, which may include layers covering floors; Type 2
= Layers not immediately diagnostic for chronological and functional interpretations, which
may include layers covering other layers; Type 3 = Layers which are un-diagnostic for
chronological purposes, such as the filling of a drain or pit.

5. Sherd number.

— Sherds morphology:

1. Class. Our definition of functional classes follow the standard work by P. Rice (1987: 208-9,
table 7.2).

2. Shape. We distinguish the following types of pottery shapes: Platters, Bowl, Beaker, Krater,
Juglet, Jug, Small Jar, Jar, Pot, Pithos, Lid.

3. Preservation.

— Sherds technology:

1. Production technique. It can distinguished among wheel-made (W), hand-made (H) or both
(HW)

2. Type of inclusions. It can distinguished among mineral (M), vegetal (V) or both ().

3. Inclusions size and frequency. To define dimensions and frequency, we created a chart (Fig.
8.1) based on the framework proposed by the Munsell Color Soil Chart™., It is designed to
produce an accurate and quick autoptical analysis of inclusions. Frequency is calculated as a
percentage of the whole assemblage, according to four different ranges (<3%, 3-10%, 10-20%,
>20%, from 1 to 4), while dimensions are in millimetres and divided into three different groups
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(>0.5 mm, 0.5-1 mm, 1- 2 mm, from a to c);

4. Firing. There are three type of firings identified here, high (H), medium (M) and low (L). High
firings have a single colour and are usually observed on fine wares. Medium firings may have
two different colours, one for the inner, the other for the outer surface, or one for the inner and
outer surfaces and another for the core. Low-fired fabrics are generally characterized by a
homogeneous dark colour due to over-firing or continuous heating (cooking pots).

5. Inner, Outer and Core fabric colors. We defined fabric colours according to the Munsell Color
Soil Chart™,

6. Firing. It is can be high (H), medium (M) or low (L).0

— Sherds decorations:
1. Type of decoration. This include applied, combed, grooved, painted, incised, impressed
2. Type of surface treatment and color. These include burnished, slip, slip-burnished or glazed.

— Sherds dimensions:
1. Rim diameter.

2. Rim width.

3. Height.

4, Wall diameter.

5. Wall width.

6. Bottom diameter.
7. Bottom height.

REFERENCE

Munsell Color 2013. Munsell Color Soil Chart. 2013 Revised edition. New Windsor, Munsell
Color.

Rice, P. 1987. Pottery Analysis, Second Edition: A Sourcebook. Chicago, University Press.

Please forward any inquiry to disci.waladu@unibo.it
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